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Clubhouse at Jalan Pudu ~ 1952 to 2012

Clubhouse at Duta Vista ~ 2015

Artist’s impression of new Clubhouse at Bangsar Utama.

Let’s make 2016 a year where we are one step closer 
towards realising the Association’s aspiration of 
having its very own place to call home. The temporary 
Clubhouse at Duta Vista Executive Suites at Jalan 
Ledang in Kuala Lumpur has been abuzz with a 
number of events since commencing operations in 
August 2015.  

Members, let’s continue our unwavering support 
and participate in the programmes which SAFTEA 
is continuing to organise, to ensure that members 
can still congregate and contribute effectively to our 
community. The Clubhouse is yours to indulge in, to 
catch up with family and friends It is also available as 
a venue to host your own private events. 

For the latest updates please log on to saftea.
blogspot.com and  Saft Eurasian Assc.
Association. 

Clubhouse at Bukit Nanas ~ 1948 to 1952
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A Message
from the President

Dear Members of SAFTEA,
It’s now the latter part of 2016. I trust your year thus far has been 
one of great hope and blessings. My prayer for all reading this is 
that the balance of the year 2016, which is a year of mercy, will 
be full of blessings, joy, grace and mercy for you and SAFTEA.

At SAFTEA, we are elated that the 2nd Malaysian Eurasian 
Games which SAFTEA had committed to organising had  come 
to fruition. The games were held on the weekend of 30th April 
and 1st May 2016. Six EAs from Singapore, Penang, Malacca, 
Negeri Sembilan, Perak and of course, SAFTEA participated. We 
also held a “Cookout Under The Stars” where the best of Kuala 
Lumpur and Selangor Eurasian Cuisine were showcased for our 
guests during the games. Thanks to all the SAFTEA members 
who participated. It was nice seeing some of them after a long 
hiatus. Sports brings us together. It was also teamwork for the 
SAFTEA GC – while some were organising the sports meet, the 
others were at our clubhouse getting things ready for the Cookout 
Under The Stars and for the Prize Presentation ceremony the 
next day. 

As the dust settles on the games, I am also committed to tidying 
up and bringing our constitution up to date to reflect the realities 
of the modern age - amend the outdated clauses and add new 
clauses where necessary so that the Association operates more 
efficiently.

Membership and Youth are very important portfolios and I hope 
these two portfolios can see a regrowth and regeneration. Thus, 
it is imperative that the Christmas Tree Party which has not been 
held since 2012 be revived. This is our greatest challenge – how 
to be relevant to our community in the 21st century and beyond.

Speaking of the Youths, the SAFTEA Education Committee is 
ably led by Datuk Nick Peterson and his committee. I wish to 
encourage all youths who have sat for the SPM and other exams 
to apply for the High Achievers Award quickly. Send your results 
to safteurasian@gmail.com and if you are studying in a local 
university and pursuing an undergraduate course you may apply 
for a RM10,000 scholarship via the De Costa–Su Scholarship. 

Education is a way out of poverty and also a door into many 
possibilities and opportunities for the young and I hope that 
Eurasians will avail themselves of the opportunity to go to 
University. Please read the information on the scholarship in this 
issue.

Our regular functions like the Curry Lunches, the Christmas Cheer  
2015 and the New Year’s Eve Dinner and Dance 2015 all carried 
on to moderate success. The President’s Fund Raising Dinner in 
November 2015 was a resounding success. All these are due to 
the hard work of all the members of the General Committee led 
by the Deputy President who rolled up their sleeves and got to 
work and we raised a tidy sum. I thank all members and friends 
for their support in 2015 and the better part of this year and look 
forward to your continued support of SAFTEA and its projects 
and events.

On a separate note, the building of a clubhouse remains a priority. 
I want to focus on building the clubhouse and hope that the other 
GC members can run all the other operations without involving 
me too much. As we speak we have one proposal in hand and 
a work in progress on the second proposal after which the 
development committee will meet again to be briefed and then a 
meeting with the general body on this. More on the development 
of our own building will be revealed at the AGM.

What inspires me to go on? I treat my work at SAFTEA as a 
mission and as a mission, things need to be accomplished. I 
enjoy it although sometimes, there are challenges and difficult 
decisions to be made. However, it is for Him to ultimately decide 
and I am but an instrument contributing the best I can.

Lastly, I hope you enjoy reading this issue of the Berita and it 
remains for me to say, God bless SAFTEA and its efforts and all 
its members and friends.

“Forever we do not exist except for now”. Go and do your best 
and reap the successes you deserve.

ShEilA DE CoStA
President
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Q&A
with the President

1 At this point (June 2016), where does the Association stand in terms of plans for the new Clubhouse?
At the last AGM in 2015, we had three letters of expression of interest from developers/interested parties. I 
had hoped that they would have reverted with their concrete proposals by October 2015 but with the slowing 
economy, only one came back with a concrete proposal. We will table this at the upcoming AGM. There is another 
proposal which is still a work in progress and I hope it can be tabled for the general body to look into.

2 What are the steps to be taken over the next six months?

Once all the proposals are in I will meet with the Development Committee and then table these proposals at an 
EGM or the AGM.

3 how can the community help in supporting the Association in its goals?
They can support by attending functions, coming forward with any expertise they have in building or contacts, 
donating in kind or otherwise. Every contribution, whether big or small is a step forward in realising our dream of 
our own clubhouse.

4 What do we need to make this a reality?

Work hard at it and never give up, to make sure that our clubhouse is ready by our 100th anniversary in 2019.

5 What can members expect once the new Clubhouse is complete?
I hope that we can meet their expectations but my vision is to have a professionally-run Clubhouse, with full time 
staff. To ensure the sustainability of the Clubhouse via passive income which will take the association into its 22nd 
century. A place where all Eurasians near and far will want to congregate.

6 Share with us your favourite memories of the old Clubhouse along Jalan Pudu.

My favourite memory is the wonderful Christmas Tree Parties that my children used to attend where Santa would 
throw literally hundreds of sweets for the children to pick up. The other is the Candlelight Vigil that we had in 
2012.

7 When did you first start frequenting the Eurasian Club and why?

I first started frequenting the Clubhouse when I became a member in 1993. I had always wanted to serve my 
community since I was in university.

8 What would it mean to you to have a permanent Clubhouse for the Association?

That I have contributed to making the Association’s dream (which they had since 1939) of having their own land 
and clubhouse. 



I wish members and friends a very Prosperous and Happy 2016. May 
you be blessed with enough, always. 

Now that we’re done with many celebrations, fun and partying that 
traditionally follows the first half of the year, another exciting and 
challenging period is upon us. We the General Committee (GC) aim to 
do all that we can to better serve the members and community at large. 
As demands and requirements change with the changing environment, 
we the GC will realign our direction and efforts as necessary, in our 
continuous endeavours to meet objectives and desired outcomes.

The first half of 2016 presented several challenges, and some totally 
unexpected ones. The GC put their heads together, pulled together 
and surmounted all the issues. I am truly impressed by the resilience 
and determination of the GC as a whole. Well done GC, you have 
made SAFTEA proud.

As each year goes by, SAFTEA gets closer to its New Permanent 
Home that all of us are looking forward to, which can’t be more than 
a few years away. A larger and grander home will need the support of 
significantly more members. So, SAFTEA members and the Eurasian 
Community, in 2016 the drive for more new members needs to be 
invigorated and stepped up a few notches. 

A Note from Gerald M Lee
Deputy President

Areas of opportunity were segmented and addressed separately and at times differently, to suit target requirements. Several 
campaigns were run during the first half of 2016, to bring this challenge to success. The GC is tasking itself to make this 
challenge materialise and bloom. We ask for your support and participation, and we look forward to your complementing 
efforts.

Follow our relentless membership drive on social media, via email and SMS blasts, and over WhatsApp messages, and of 
course, word of mouth.

To date, the SAFTEA membership in benefit is hovering around 300. Member participation is low and support of the Clubhouse 
at Duta Vista is lacking. SAFTEA is trying hard to provide the best to members within our means. We do have a comfortable 
clubhouse with adequate facilities. Members do come forward and experience for yourself, the comforts and warmth of our 
Clubhouse. Have your gatherings there, and encourage the Eurasian Community to do likewise. Your support is needed.

Members and the Eurasian Community, the SAFTEA Clubhouse is yours, for you to use and enjoy. Take advantage, come 
often, share with others from our Community and promote it. Feel free to use the facilities for your functions and parties. We 
are pleased to serve and accommodate your needs as far as possible. 

SAFTEA needs the Eurasian Youth to come forward, join the Youth Section, get involved, participate, organise youth events and 
outings and more. It costs next to nothing to be a member. Contact Ms Iris at 012-3247274 to be a proud member of SAFTEA.
Remember, SAFTEA and the GC are here to serve you and the Eurasian Community. So, come enjoy together, have fun 
together and have good times at your SAFTEA Clubhouse. 

Cheers and see you at the Duta Vista Clubhouse!
4



The Eurasian Association

UNITY AND SOLIDARITY
F O R  A  B E T T E R  F U T U R E

In June 1921, a group of Eurasians met 
at the Selangor Catholic Club, which 
was located on the site of the present St 
John’s Cathedral, at Bukit Nanas. 

At this meeting, the group agreed on the 
need to cater for the social, economic 
growth and welfare of Eurasians. With 
this priority in mind, the SELANGOR 
EURASIAN ASSOCIATION (“SEA”) was 
formed. 

The first President of SEA was Mr. 
Alexander Fox. During the Pre-war 
period (1921-1941), the  SEA struggled 
to maintain a clubhouse due to financial 
distress and had to operate as a “Paper  
Association” for a period of time. 

During the Japanese Occupation (1942-
1945), SEA’s activities were suspended 
until 26 October 1943 when the first 
Committee meeting was convened and 
chaired by Dr. J. S. Goonting to discuss 
the welfare of the Eurasian community. 

The first Committee meeting of SEA after 
Malaysia’s Independence was held on 8 
October 1945. At a General meeting on 
31 March 1946 at St. John’s Institution 
Hall, the following were elected: 

• President: Dr. J. S. Goonting

• Vice President: Mr. R.H. Beins

• Hon. Secretary: Mr. M.L. Spittel

• Hon. Treasurer: Mr. B.A. Skelchy

Dr. J. S. Goonting at the Annual General 
Meeting of the Selangor Eurasian 
Association on 28 March 1948 stated :

“Some Eurasians may be just sitting on 
the fence, whilst others may not care 
whether there is an Association or not. 
Whatever may have happened in the 
past, let us all now be united in tackling 
our problems and our burden will be 
lightened.”

“The rise and fall of the Community is in 
your hands and not in those of a single 
individual.”

The SEA was duly registered with the 
Registrar of Societies, Federation of 
Malaya on 16 April 1948. 

Donations enabled the SEA to erect a 
modest Clubhouse on the site previously 
occupied by the Selangor Catholic Club, 
Bukit Nanas.

The official opening ceremony of the 
Clubhouse was performed by the 
President’s wife, Mrs. J.S. Goonting, on 
30 October 1948 with Eurasian leaders 
from other States and Settlements 
attending the function and Gala Dance.

General Committee 1948

Sitting (from left) :
Dr. G.H. Oorloff, Mr. B.A. Skelchy MBE,
Mr. A.L. de Silva, Dr. J.S. Goonting (President),
Mr. M.L. Spittel, Mrs. G.H. Oorloff,
and Mr.T.R. Marks 
Standing: 
Mr. B.V.F. Richards,
Mr. F.E. Peterson, Mr. P.L. Machado,
Mr. A. de Neys Frugtniet, Mr. R.H. Beins,
Mr. A.T. Howe, and Mr. G. Radcliffe

The founding members, past 
and present members of the 
Association have contributed to 
preserve the rights and privileges 
accorded to Eurasians in Malaysia 
and promote the moral, cultural, 
social, physical, intellectual 
interests and development of the 
Eurasian community.

Thank you for your time, efforts and 
generosity. We need the support 
of all Eurasians to ensure a better 
future for the next generation of 
Eurasians.
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OBJECTIVES OF THE ASSOCIATION

01

02

03

04

To preserve and promote the moral, cultural, social, 
physical, intellectual interests and development of 
all Malaysian Eurasians through education, social 
and community service and sporting activities.

To promote all forms of sports, 
athletics, games and past-times 
as the General Committee may 
from time to time deem desirable. 

To foster and nurture a spirit of goodwill, understanding, 
dedication and loyalty in the interests of national unity, 
national solidarity and national development amongst all 
members of the Association and all Malaysian citizens 
regardless of race, creed or religion.

To utilise the resources of the Association 
for the welfare and wellbeing of Eurasians.

SAFTEA’S PROJECTS

Social, sports, cultural 
and charitable events 

and programmes for the 
welfare and wellbeing of 
the Eurasian community

Monthly Curry Lunch 
to foster fellowship and 
camaraderie among the 

Eurasian community.

Active volunteerism to 
help the sick, infirmed and 
underprivileged in the Eurasian 
community.

The Eurasian Games:
A platform to showcase 
outstanding sporting 
achievements of Eurasian 
members. 

Nurturing the spirit of goodwill 
and teamwork among Eurasians 
throughout Malaysia.

SAFTEA is a community association which was set up with the primary purpose to establish an entity that will preserve, 
maintain, enhance and protect the culture and heritage of Malaysian Eurasians. Operating as a non-profit organisation, the 
General Committee has throughout the years planned and executed a roadmap to ensure the sustainability of the Association. 
Through various fundraising activities, programmes in collaboration with Government authorities and professional bodies, and 
activities which promote cohesiveness among its members, SAFTEA has endeavoured to remain relevant and current.  



A

The SAFTEA Education Fund was 
established in 1960 to assist the children 
of Ordinary Members in providing loans 
and scholastic assistance to needy 
students.

The SAFTEA Education Fund is 
administered by Chairman and 
Fundraising Coordinator, Datuk Nick 
Peterson, along with his committee 
members Mr. Leslie Armstrong, 
Ms. Vivienne Edmonds, Mr. Stewart 
Edmonds and Ms. Jean Monteiro.

ED
UC
AT
ION

The High Achievers Awards was 
introduced to reward students who 
have achieved excellence in primary, 
secondary and high school examination 
results.  The Award is open to students 
from other Eurasian Associations from 
other states in Malaysia. 

Since 2012, the SAFTEA Education 
Fund has provided monetary awards 
to 50 high achieving students in 
Malaysia. We are proud of the academic 
achievements of our children!

The De Costa-Su Undergraduate 
Scholarship Fund was formed by the 
generosity of Ms. Sheila De Costa and 
Mr. Su Tiang Joo to provide scholarships 
to high achieving children of Ordinary 
Members of SAFTEA to pursue their 
undergraduate studies in Malaysia. 

The financial assistance and award 
recognition are aimed to encourage the 
next generation of Eurasians to achieve 
academic excellence and leadership 
during their formative years in school. 

The De Costa-Su Scholarship with a value of RM30,000 over three 
years will be given to a Eurasian candidate, a child of a member 
of the Selangor & FT Eurasian Association, to enable the student 
to attend and pursue an undergraduate course of his choice at a 
local university/foreign university in Malaysia.

There is no need to pay back on this scholarship but the successful 
candidate will be required to sign an undertaking:

(i) To help his parents when he starts working;

(ii) To contribute his time to help the youth in SAFTEA;

(iii) In due time and when able to pay it forward ie to help another  
 needy student.

The scholarship is given with a view to honour the sacrifices of our 
parents, Mr. & Mrs. Cornelius De Costa and the late Mr. & Mrs. Su 
Tim who knew the value of education and to help another student 
who qualify for university but cannot afford to pursue the course 
due to financial constraints.

The scholarship is available to all members of SAFTEA and their 
children and all interested students may apply.

To apply send your resume together with a brief write up of 
yourself and your university acceptance/application letter to 
safteurasian@gmail.com or call 03-87391670 (during office 
hours and Monday to Friday only) and speak to Jan or Mary.

Forms are available by email or call 03-87391670. 

THE DE COSTA-SU UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP
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What does it mean to me to be a Eurasian? My dad is Eurasian and my mum is Chinese. 
Growing up as a Eurasian in Malaysia, I felt it was relatively easy for me to assimilate 
amongst the various races in my community. 

My mixed ethnicity allows me to easily connect with people due to some seemingly 
correlated factor for example, being a minority Bumiputera, or being half-Chinese, or 
having ancestry connections with the Ceylon Burghers of Sri Lanka. 

In the present ethnic divide experienced by Malaysians, it becomes more important for 
the Eurasian community to unite and, as written in SAFTEA’s Constitution, “to foster 
and nurture a spirit of goodwill, understanding, dedication and loyalty in the 
interests of national unity, national solidarity and national development”.

Another interesting factor of being a Eurasian is the connection when I meet another 
Eurasian who, in some way or other, is a distant relative!   
  
It is my understanding that many members of SAFTEA have difficulty convincing their 
sons and daughters to become members of SAFTEA. The common complaint is that 
SAFTEA does not have any activities for the youth and the middle-aged. I have observed 
that the General Committees in the past did make the effort to organise events for the 
youth such as treasure hunts, camps, band sessions, sports, karaoke competitions and 
Halloween night but at the end of the day, there has not been any notable effect on the 
membership count of SAFTEA. 

We have been referring to SAFTEA as the “Eurasian Club” for many years which have 
inadvertently created the impression that SAFTEA is a recreational club for Eurasians. 

Thus, many Eurasians have naturally adopted the view that since the Eurasian Club 
does not provide activities and facilities which adequately meet their needs, they are not 
interested to be a member of SAFTEA. 

Eurasians, come forth! 
SHARON JOANNE ARMSTRONG

The Selangor and Federal Territory Eurasian 
Association (SAFTEA) celebrates 97 years 
since its formation on 14 December 1919. 
Many members of SAFTEA have fond 
memories of the “good old days” at the 
old clubhouse in Pudu KL. The modest 
clubhouse in Pudu had been our home 
for a period of 60 years (October 1953 to 
October 2013). We have since relocated to 
a more contemporary clubhouse at Duta 
Vista KL, whilst awaiting the construction 
of our permanent home at Bangsar in 
Kuala Lumpur.

The membership count currently stands 
at 299 active members and another 356 
inactive members. A majority of members 
are senior citizens who are above 60 years. 
It is a sad state of affairs when Eurasians 
do not fully support the association which 
was formed for the purpose under the 
Constitution “to preserve and promote 
the moral, cultural, social, physical and 
intellectual interests and development 
of all Malaysian Eurasians through 
education, social and community 
service, and sporting activities.”

In seeking to understand the decline in 
membership, I sought out the views of 
members who attended the monthly curry 
lunch. The regular patrons at the curry 
lunch are mainly senior citizens who attend 
to practise their ballroom dance moves, 
enjoy music from the 60s to the 70s era 
and have a hearty meal and a good drink. 
I was told there are few establishments in 
PJ or KL which offer similar entertainment. 

The other ‘regulars’ at the curry lunch 
attend to enjoy a Sunday afternoon in the 
company of good friends. 

An associate member who is a ‘regular’ at 
the curry lunch shared with me that he has 
been a member of SAFTEA for more than 
40 years and has been through the good 
and bad times. 

He remains an ardent supporter of 
SAFTEA due to the treasured friendships 
which he has forged with Eurasians over 
the years. His Eurasian friends provided 
support to him in times of need and have 
become an extension of his family. 
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I admit that I held this view when I was younger. I wish to correct 
the above viewpoint and reiterate that SAFTEA is an association 
formed to promote the development and advancement of 
Malaysian Eurasians. 

Without sufficient participation of the youth and the middle-aged 
Eurasians in SAFTEA, this association is unable to ascertain the 
needs and undertake appropriate action or suitable activities to 
meet the needs of this category of Eurasians. 

I encourage Eurasians aged 15 to 55 years to come forth and 
register as members of SAFTEA. We need your experience, skills 
and contribution to build SAFTEA into a formidable association 
for the Eurasian community. Internal squabbles and poor member 
support have hampered the prosperity and progress of SAFTEA. 
We need to unite and work together to elevate the Eurasian 
community and our younger generation. 

The expansion of our membership base will provide an impetus 
for the formation of a national Eurasian organisation to unite all 
Eurasian associations in Malaysia so that we speak in one voice 
to protect the privileges accorded to the Eurasian community and 
promote the continued advancement of Malaysian Eurasians.

It is my fervent hope that current members of SAFTEA will reach 
out to their families, relatives and friends to become members 
of SAFTEA. We need your support to ensure the sustainability of 
SAFTEA as an association to preserve the rights and promote the 
development of the present and future generations of Eurasians 
in Malaysia.

Membership       Application
If you are interested to join us, kindly complete the Membership Application 
Form on page 27 and send the application form by email to safteurasian@
gmail.com or by fax to 03-87391660 or by post to the following address:

Selangor & Federal territory Eurasian Association
A-02-21, Jalan Sri Kenari 10,
Taman Sri Kenari,
43000 Kajang,
Selangor Darul Ehsan

Please make cheque payable to “Selangor & Federal territory Eurasian 
Association”. For deposits or bank transfer, please bank in to SAFtEA 
Public Bank Berhad account no: 3077422836 and send us the bank-in-
slip by fax: 03-87391660 or email:  safteurasian@gmail.com. 

SAFTEA currently has 253 active Ordinary Members who are Eurasians. 
Approximately half of its members are Senior Citizens. SAFTEA was 
established to represent the Eurasian community but its existing 
membership composition clearly does not reflect the Eurasian community 
in Selangor and the Federal Territory. 

SAFTEA is unable to carry out its objects effectively without the support 
and participation of the Eurasian community. The expansion of our 
membership base will provide an impetus for the formation of a Malaysian 
Eurasian National Organisation to preserve the rights and privileges 
accorded to us as Eurasians in Malaysia. Your support is needed to ensure 
the sustainability of SAFTEA as an Association to preserve the rights 
and promote the development of the present and future generations of 
Eurasians in Malaysia. Please complete the Membership application form 
and call the office at (03) 8739 1670 for further information.

SUPPORT SAFTEA!

This very creative 
drawing was 
submitted by Russel, 
son of Elwyn Baptist 
and Caron Ann 
Jeremiah. 

Children of members are 
encouraged to submit their 
short stories, photographs or 
drawings for Berita SAFTEA. 
Send in your submissions by 
email to safteurasian@gmail.
com together with a brief 
description of your artistic 
work!



Welcome Home Members!

After nearly two years of being ‘homeless’ 
since we vacated our clubhouse at Jalan 
Pudu on 23 October 2013, we are happy 
to finally have a new clubhouse at Duta 
Vista, 1 Persiaran Ledang, Taman Duta, 
Kuala Lumpur.

We moved into Duta Vista in August 2015 
and have worked tirelessly to transform 
the premises into a place we can call “our 
home”.

The Eurasian Club provides a comfortable 
venue to get together and enjoy the 
camaraderie among our members and 
friends. Having a clubhouse enables us 
to carry out events and projects for the 
wellbeing and development of the Eurasian 
community through education, social and 
community service and sports. We have 
recently installed two new dartboards and 
look forward to hosting dart events on a 
regular basis in 2016.

We invite you to join us at The Eurasian 
Club for our popular monthly curry lunch 
which is held on the last Sunday of every 
month and the social, educational and 
sports events in 2016. Your continued 
participation and support are greatly 
appreciated. 

“A family doesn’t need to be perfect, it just 
needs to be united.” 

The Eurasian Club is also available for rent 
to members for private functions such as 
birthday parties, anniversary celebrations, 
family reunions or private meetings.

Please contact Brian Johnson, 
Chairperson F&B at 03-87391670 for 
further details.

A place to call home
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ALL PRICES ARE NETT IN 
MALAYSIAN RINGGIT
CASH TERMS

BOOKINGS
ARNolD MoNtEiRo
+6012-251 1111 / 
+0111-528 1111

Come on over to THE EURASIAN CLUB!
Open Thursday to Sunday from 7.00 pm 
Available for private functions.

Enjoy draught beer, draught stout, bottled beers & whiskies at reasonable prices. 

Corkage for wine is RM20.00 per bottle and liquor RM80.00 per bottle.

A good place to chill and catch up with your mates or simply come round for a cup of coffee.
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on July 26, 2015, SAFtEA celebrated the 
opening of its new Clubhouse with a much-
loved tradition: the Sunday Curry lunch. 

SAFTEA celebrated its first curry lunch at its 
new premises – the Eurasian Club @ Duta Vista 
in Kuala Lumpur – with the theme ‘Colour your 
Sunday’ and a crowd of over 70 fun-loving 
Seranis. Having waited patiently to have a 
Clubhouse to call their own, members were 
happy for the chance to mix and mingle with 
old friends and new ones. 

The all-time favourite band, the Winds of 
Change provided classic oldies and rock ‘n’ roll 
favourites to heat up the dance floor throughout 
the event, and the menu included devil curry to 
set tongues tingling. The curry lunch also saw 
two birthday boys celebrating their special 
day with a pretty butter cake baked by Karen 
Duarte.

Although the Clubhouse is not as sizeable as 
the former premises along Jalan Pudu, Ladies’ 
Chairperson Elaine Especkerman did a splendid 
job to accommodate everyone snugly, making 
it perfect for the intimate Sunday do.

SELANGOR & FEDERAL TERRITORY EURASIAN ASSOCIATION (SAFTEA)

  
   

TH

E E
URASIAN CLUB

   
   

   
 Ina

ugura
l Curry Lunch

       GREAT FOOD ~ BETTER COMPAN
Y

“It may not be as big as the old one but 
it’s still cosy, and those who like to dance 

were still able to enjoy themselves on 
the dance floor. We really must make 
an effort to support our Club. And it’s 

easy because the location is good; it’s so 
central. And the surrounding greenery 

is very soothing.” 

- Adeline Louis -

“I was so happy to meet  
and chat with all my old friends in 
our new Clubhouse and I enjoyed 

the band.  There’s always good 
music, especially for line dancing!” 

- Vivienne Duarte - 

SAFTEA holds its Curry Lunch on every last Sunday of the month. 
For bookings call Elaine (012-2099709) or Maureen (012-2269971)

“From noon to sundown, we 
have the best party in town!”

- Julian Jansen - 

 “Glad to hear that those who 
attended had a great time. The 

Clubhouse belongs to the members. 
Do make use of it by attending her 
(SAFTEA’s) functions, and drop by 

for a drink anytime!” 
Sheila de Costa

President, SAFTEA



Sunday Curry Lunches
Held on the last Sunday of most months, this function is a staple fundraising event of SAFTEA. Members and friends look 
forward to it as it’s a day for them to come together to celebrate, mingle and relax with good food, friends and music. On an 
average, 70 paying guests attended each event. Sales of Raffles Draw tickets was another revenue stream. 

It is worth noting that before July 2015 we did not have our own Clubhouse in Duta Vista, so we rented the hall in Royal 
Selangor Club, Mont Kiara. As expenses were higher, the price per person was at RM45. However, post July we managed to 
bring the cost down and the price is now RM40 per person.  

We also engaged two bands for each function, with Winds of Change (William Anthony and Eric Bastian) being the constant. I 
wish to record my appreciation on your painstaking music selection, which made the Curry Lunches lively. Thank you, William 
and Eric! Other bands that have graced alongside them are Derek and Shila, Coppertones, Finian Lowe and Jam Tarts.

Every Curry Lunch presents a splendid buffet spread which includes Eurasian staples such as Devil Curry, Western fare with 
roast lamb and chicken being the all-time favourites. Local Chinese dishes such as stir fries and noodles also make their way 
on the buffet table, much to the delight of the patrons. Come tea time, an assortment of cakes, pastries and other delectables 
are featured where some are even home-made by our members. The ever-popular Raffle Draw organised at each function see 
our members and guests generously contributing toward the sales of the Raffle tickets. More importantly, our members and 
friends look forward to spending these Sundays together and at times members from our sister Associations make the effort 
to join us.

Dear members and friends, we need your support at our functions. Your presence is greatly appreciated. 

~ Elaine Especkerman, Ladies Chairperson ~ 
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loCK & KEY 
PARtY
24 OCTOBER 2015

The brainchild of F&B Chairperson. Brian Johnson, the Lock & Key Party was a 
fun way to network and make new friends. Every lady was given a padlock and 
every man was given a key. The aim was to match the right key with the right 
padlock. Giggles and bursts of laughter were the order of the night as everyone 
was surely having a good time while mingling.

Suzanne Lazaroo, the mixologist for the night brewed a special cocktail for 
the night, mainly to raise additional funds at the event. The energetic band got 
everyone on their feet with their solid repertoire of rock and dance music.
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SAFtEA’s Annual high Achievers’ Awards 
Presentation was held on 30 August 2015 at The 
Selangor Club in Bukit Kiara in conjunction with 
the Merdeka Celebrations. This recognition of our 
Association’s High Achievers was introduced in 2007 
and has since become an annual affair. 

High Achievers’ Awards

Datuk Nick Peterson, Chairman of the Education 
Committee and Sheila De Costa, President of SAFTEA 
presented the awards to the recipients at the event. 

One of the Objectives of the Association, as specified 
in the Rules and By Laws, is to preserve and promote 
the well being of the Malaysian Eurasian through 
education, social and community service, and sporting 
activities. 

In view of this, the Association’s Education Fund 
was started in 1960 to assist the children of Ordinary 
Members of the Association, who had the ability to 
continue their studies but were hindered by the lack of 
funds due to unfortunate circumstances. 

The fund was dormant for a while, reactivated in 1999, and 
has since been awarding loans and financial assistance to 
the children of Ordinary Members of the Association. 

The High Achievers’ Awards was introduced in 2007 to 
reward students who excelled at the STPM, SPM, PMR 
and UPSR Examinations. 

These Awards are now an annual affair. To make 
the ceremony more meaningful the Association has 
incorporated recipients from the other Eurasian 
Associations in Malaysia. 

Over the last several years we have had recipients from our 
other Eurasian Associations in Malaysia namely Kedah, 
Penang, Perak, Negeri Sembilan, Malacca and Sarawak.

Education plays a crucial role in the future of the students, their families and our 
community. With the High Achievers’ Awards, the Selangor & Federal Territory Eurasian 
Association would like to celebrate these students and encourage them to pursue their 
dreams to the maximum limit of their capability.

14
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President of SAFTEA
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Calling all top students!

SAFTEA EXAM RESULTS AMOUNT AWARD

MARK CHRISTOPHER JALLEH SPM 11As RM500.00 High Achiever

DEBORAH CRYSTAL ROY SPM 7As RM500.00 High Achiever

ASHLEY YEE SHOU WERN PT3 8As RM400.00 High Achiever

AMANDA YEE SHOU XIAN UPSR 5As RM300.00 High Achiever

MALACCA EXAM RESULTS AMOUNT AWARD

STEVIE TOBI BIN SIKIM  HSC MATRICULATION 4As RM800.00 High Achiever

JEREMY RUSSEL DANKER UPSR 5As RM300.00 High Achiever

PENANG EXAM RESULTS AMOUNT AWARD

EUNICE JANE ANDREWS SPM 8As RM500.00 High Achiever

15

Scored straight As in your UPSR, PMR, SPM or STPM 
examinations (scholastic year 2016)? 
Then you* are eligible to apply for 
SAFTEA’s High Achievers’ Awards.

Send your completed application form  
(in the next page) to:

Chairman
SAFTEA Education Fund
Email: safteurasian@gmail.com
Fax: 03-8739 1660
Post: A-02-21, Jalan Sri Kenari 10, 43000 Kajang, Selangor

Send your applications now. Deadline for submission for the next 
Awards is 15 July 2017.

Recipients will receive their awards at a ceremony which will be 

For enquiries please contact:
Leslie Armstrong (012-289 6688
Vivienne Edmonds (012-287 8359) *Applicant or parent must be an Ordinary Member of Selangor & FT Eurasian 

Association, with all dues and subscriptions paid up as at 1 January 2016.
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When we talk about respect for women, 
we are referring to a moral truth. Women 
are free by nature, equal in dignity 
and entitled the same rights, the same 
protections and the same opportunities as 
men.

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
Remarks at the Independent Women’s Forum upon Receiving 

Woman of Valor Award
May 10, 2006

“
”

I have been part of the women’s movement since a decade ago. An activist advocating for rights of women, ending 
violence against women, rights of marginalised women – sex workers, TG’s, LGBT’s etc.

Manohara has over a decade of experience with counseling women who have been treated violently. She has worked with 
the Sex Worker Programme of the Pt Foundation and as Programme Manager for the All Women’s Action Society 
(AWAM). 

She currently serves as the manager of the National Programme for the Malaysian AiDS Council, where she is responsible 
for raising awareness among mothers, youths and marginalised communities on HIV/AIDS. 

In 2011, she received the Vocational Award for her service to the community and has been mentioned as one of the friendly 
counsellors in Malaysia by Seksualiti Merdeka, an annual sexuality rights festival representing a coalition of Malaysia 
NGOs held in Kuala Lumpur. 

Manohara is a member of the core team of JASS Southeast Asia and leads a JASS network of young, rural and indigenous 
women in Malaysia.

SPEAKER/tRAiNER
MANohARA SUBRAMANiAM 

• Malaysian AIDS Council
• Women’s Equality Association
• Regional Coordinating Group Member,  

JASS (Just Associates) Southeast Asia

21 SAFTEA members and friends attended a two-day workshop on HIV & Violence for Urban Women which was 
jointly organised by the Women’s Institute of Management and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). The workshop was held on 22 and 23 August 2015 and was a kickstart event to mark the collaboration 
between SAFTEA, Women’s Institute of Management (WIM) and Women’s Aid Organisation (WAO). 
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Special Workshop
HIV & Violence

for Urban Women

Free mammograms, in collaboration with the National Cancer Society of Malaysia, were also offered to  SAFTEA members. This initiative 
was to promote breast health for our lady members. This exercise was also offered to the other Eurasian Associations throughout Malaysia. 

The workshop was held at Best Western in Petaling Jaya and was facilitated by Manohara Subramanian. The affable Manohara is a sought 
after speaker and trainer on women’s rights and the marginalised including sex workers, TGs and LGBTs. The workshop was insightful and 
informative, and on a lighter note attendees were treated to a jewellery beading class at the end of the two-day session.



SAFTEA was invited and offered free stall space 
at the MALAYSIAKU RICE FESTIVAL Bazaar on 16 
September 2015 at APW, Bangsar. This event was an 
avenue to promote the Association and the Eurasian 
culture through our unique food offerings. 
 
This event was also the platform to initiate a project 
which saw the designing and selling of t-shirts and 
tote bags to promote a recognisable Eurasian dish i.e. 
Devil Curry. 

The charming duo of Rita Pinto and Karen Duarte 
volunteered to man our stall where almost all food 
items were sold out!  Thanks to all members and 
friends who patronised the bazaar on that day and for 
supporting SAFTEA’s ongoing fundraising efforts! 

Heartfelt appreciation goes out to the organisers of the 
event for including SAFTEA in the event.
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President’s Fund raising dinner

saturdaY
14th nOVeMBer 2015

7.30 PM tO Midnight

eXtra suPer tanKer restaurant  
The Club, 1 Club Drive, bukiT uTama
banDar uTama, 47800 PeTaling Jaya

Help Support SAFteA’S educAtion & new 
Building FundS in itS continuing QueSt to 
AdvAnce MAlAySiA’S eurASiAn coMMunity

Celebrate
SELANGOR & FEDERAL TERRITORY EURASIAN ASSOCIATION

Due to space constraints at the Eurasian Club, Duta Vista, this affair was held at Extra Super 
Tanker Restaurant, Bukit Utama, PJ. This Dinner was organised to raise funds for our Building and 
Education Fund. It was a resounding success with a total of 33 tables sold. The programme for the 
night included an auction of a luxury designer handbag (Etienne Aigner) and an iPhone 6S (both 
donated), a 70-30 Lucky Draw, Raffle Draw and the inaugural Branyo performance of the SAFTEA 
Dance Troupe. Ian Johnson and Michele Shepherdson recited a poetry reading, in both the Kristang 
and English languages, which was written by Joan Marbeck.

Special mention must be given to Winds of Change and Colin Jansen who performed gratis for the 
occasion and Mr Francis Danker who provided the backline equipment for a nominal fee.
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Christmas Cheer
2015
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On 6 December 2015, some 100 members and friends trooped over to the Eurasian Club to mingle 
and jingle at SAFTEA’s Christmas Cheer. Colin Lazaroo led the prayer session before the start of the 
event with St. Francis of Assisi’s “Make Me  A Channel Of Your Peace”. Guests then tucked into 
the  delicious buffet spread with Christmas specials such as roast lamb, pie, fruit cake, pineapple 
tarts and sugee cake while Colin Jansen and Raymond Chia serenaded the crowd with festive music.

The highlight of the day was the launch of SAFTEA’s first Mini Exhibition Series which featured 
Ronnie Theseira, who made Malaysia proud during the 1964 Summer Olympics with his fencing 
prowess. Joan Marbeck, Chairperson, Culture & Heritage was responsible for organising and setting 
up the exhibit which is targeted to feature various Eurasians who have impacted and contributed to 
the community and the nation.

The spirit of Christmas was clearly evident when everyone sang their hearts out during the Christmas 
Carols. SAFTEA is grateful to everyone who sponsored the Lucky Draw prizes which ranged from 
Christmas puddings, wines and goodies to hampers. In the spirit of giving, part of the high-tea 
delicacies were contributed by members and friends which made the evening more eventful.  

MUTU GRANDI MERSEH to the team members who organised the event and ensuring its success.
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football BADMINTONBadminton footBall 
taBlE tEnniS

VollEYBall 

CHESSDARTS
VOLLE

CARROMSdaRtS BalUt CaRRomS 

• Selangor and FT Eurasian Association (SAFTEA) hosts 2nd Malaysia Eurasian 
Games 2016 at the YMCA KL Facilities, Brickfields, Kuala Lumpur on 30 April 2016

• SAFTEA recognises Eurasian athletes who have done the nation proud with their 
achievements and continues to support the new generation of Eurasian athletes.

• The Big Eurasian Cookout Fundraiser at The Eurasian Association at Duta Vista 
held in conjunction with the games on 30 April 2016.
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football 
VollEYBall VOLLE
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30 May 2016 - Eurasians from all over Malaysia converged in the 
capital city of Kuala Lumpur to participate in a series of friendly 
games and competitions at The Malaysia Eurasian Games 2016. 
Participants and members from the Penang, Perak, Singapore, 
Sarawak, Malacca, Negeri Sembilan, Selangor and FT Eurasian 
Associations attended this sporting event.
      
SAFTEA in its role as the main host organised the entire two day 
event beginning with the Opening of the Games on 30 April 2016 
at the YMCA KL Facilities in Brickfields, Kuala Lumpur which 
was officiated by YBhg. Datin Sri Feona Wan Junaidi, wife of the 
Minister of Natural Resources and Environment.

Each association sent a contingent of participants who competed 
in Football, Volley Ball, Badminton, Table Tennis, Darts, Chess, 
Caroms and Balut. 

This event brought back the glory days where Eurasians excelled 
in sports. Many Eurasian athletes have and are representing the 
country in the field of sports and have made the nation proud. The 
Games was also an excellent platform to foster Community Spirit, 
Goodwill, Fellowship and Sportsmanship within the community 
through sports. Through the games, SAFTEA envisages to 
unite, inspire and strengthen ties among Eurasians from around 
the country and to encourage the participation of the younger 
generation.
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1 April 2016 - The Prize Giving Ceremony was an 
entertaining affair which was kicked off with a 
Buffet Luncheon for the participants, conveyors 
and organisers of the Malaysian Eurasian Games 
2016.

As the winners of each game was announced 
whoops and shouts of joy emanated from the 
large crowd who thronged The Eurasian Club at 
Duta Vista Suites that afternoon.

The Penang Eurasian Association was declared 
the Winner of the Games while SAFTEA was 
Runner-Up.

More importantly, it was a wonderful 
gathering where new friendships 
were fostered among members from 
the other Eurasian Associations. 
It was heartwarming to see many 
youths who came to compete and 
support the Games.

Congratulations to Games 
Chairperson: Maureen Sibert, 
Games Coordinator: Bala, Deputy 
President, Gerald M Lee, Yap Tee 
Loy and to the many volunteers who 
succeeded in organising the Games 
within a short span of time. 

Working tirelessly round-the-
clock to ensure every detail was 
meticulously attended to, it was 
indeed a mammoth task which was 
surmounted by great teamwork.

Here’s looking forward to the 
next installment of the Malaysian 
Eurasian Games! 
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the Big Eurasian Cookout Fundraiser held in the evening of 30 April 
2016, was the brainchild of Anne De Souza, Fundraising & Outreach 
Chairperson. A select group of chefs served a potpourri of authentic 
Eurasian mouthwatering dishes which was sold to raise funds. Participants, 
members and guests dined al-fresco with live music performances featured 
throughout the night. It was indeed a lively evening where everyone relaxed 
after the Games and an exciting prelude to the prize giving ceremony which 
was scheduled the next day.
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Behind the scenes...
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Since moving into Duta Vista, the President, members and 
sub-committee members of the General Committee have 
been working tirelessly to ensure the Clubhouse is spruced 
up and decorated before each event. Most of the decorations 
are sponsored and some are even handmade by the 
committee members themselves. Tasteful elements has given 
the Eurasian Club a nice classy touch where members and 
visitors can enjoy the warm and cozy ambience. 

Sincere appreciation goes out to Anne De Souza, Sharon 
Armstrong, Julian Jansen, Ronnie Jalleh and Atilla Christopher 
Danker for rolling up their sleeves, for sparing their time and 
efforts. 

Heartfelt thanks to Joe De Costa as well for donating lush 
potted plants which has created a green environment within 
the Clubhouse as besides lending an aesthestic appeal to the 
clubhouse they are also powerful filters that purify the air.

Young and old, big and small...we welcome volunteers 
from our community to lend a helping hand and support 
us in our fundraising events and community service 
activities. 
SAFTEA needs your help in whatever way you can 
contribute. Be it doctors, lawyers, PR practitioners, 
event organisers, caterers, business professionals 
and even students, come on board and be part of 
the team that can add value to support SAFTEA in its 
vision of advancing the Eurasian Community through 
its initiatives.Volunteers needed!
CALL 03-8739 1670 TODAY!



CALL 03-8739 1670 TODAY!

 
For Membership updates and applications please email safteurasian@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

Date   : ……………………………………………………………………………………
Name    : ……………………………………………………………………………………
IC No.   : ……………………………………………………………………………………
Address   : ………………………………………………....…………………………………………………………………… 
    ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
    ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Email   : ……………………………………………………………………………………
Tel No.    : (H)………………….............…………..(O)……………......………........……
    (HP)………………………..…………….....……………………………………
Occupation  : ……………………………………………………………………………………
Employer’s Name  : ……………………………………………………………………………………
Employer’s Address  : ………………………………………………....……………………………………………………………………

 ………………………………………………....……………………………………………………………………
    ………………………………………………....……………………………………………………………………

I wish to be a member of the Selangor & Federal Territory Eurasian Association (tick where applicable) :
(  ) MEMBER - ORDINARY
(  ) Entrance Fee    RM100.00 (for a limited time only)
(  ) Subscription Fee    RM100.00 per annum. Payable in advance. (Below 59 years)
(  ) Senior Citizen Subscription Fee  RM50.00 per annum.
        Payable in advance. (60 years & above)

(  ) MEMBER - ASSOCIATE
(  ) Entrance Fee    RM100.00 (for a limited time only)
(  ) Subscription Fee    RM100.00 per annum. Payable in advance. (Below 59 years)
(  ) Senior Citizen Subscription Fee  RM50.00 per annum.
        Payable in advance. (60 years & above)

The fees payable are enclosed.

Should I be granted membership, I hereby undertake to keep my subscriptions in benefit, to discharge promptly any liabilities incurred by me, 
and conform to the Rules, By-Laws and other regulations as maybe adopted from time to time. 
 
I further declare that under provisions of Rule 5 (a or b) :
(  ) I am a Eurasian
(  ) I am of Eurasian descent
   State family member’s name ……………………………………………...
(  ) I am not a Eurasian or of Eurasian descent

Yours faithfully,

…………………………………………………………………...

Membership application is : 

Proposed by : ………………………………………..……….. (Membership No.)  ………………….…… 
 
Seconded by : ………………………………………..……….. (Membership No.)  ………………….……

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
FOR OFFICE USE
Approved (Chairman)     Receipt Issued (Treasurer)  

……………………………………………………..  ……………………………………………………… 
Letter, Receipt &     Received (Member)
Membership Card Issued (Secretary)

……………………………………………………..  ………………………………………………………

$
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SAFTEA’s New Year’s Eve Dinner & Dance saw a 
commendable turnout of members and friends 
who ushered in the new year at The Eurasian 
Club premise at Duta Vista Suites.

Members and guests donned masks befitting 
with the Masquerade Party theme. Non-stop 
dancing, a sumptious buffet dinner, lucky draws 
and more importantly the spirit of friendship to 
welcome 2016 amidst much laughter and love 
among family and friends.

Kudos to the Organising Commttee for a 
perfectly orchestrated event!
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Welcome 2016!
New Year’s Eve Dinner & Dance


